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FUTURE HYPOTHETICAL POPULATIONS
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In my original estimate in 1922 I did not, I think, make enough
allowance for the poor quality of the Canadian Shield. Nor at that
date did we know much about the enormous mineral resources, especially
the coalfields, which are now found to be present in Siberia. Still the
final map gives one some idea of the relative values of the empty lands
of the world.
The data deduced in this research on future population are so often
quoted inaccurately, that I may be excused for commenting on them
further. First the hypothetical millions are not reckoned on the Amer-
ican, but on the much lower European standard of living, say one-half
or one-third as costly as the present American standards. If we prefer to
keep the present standards, our potential 100 millions for Canada is at
once halved.
Around 1914 before the great wars, the population of Canada was
doubling in about thirty-seven years. If this rate is maintained after the
peace, then Canada would reach fifty millions about the year 2030.
Furthermore we must remember that the Silesian farmer in Germany
farms forty acres successfully; while the Canadian farmer (under some-
what similar conditions of climate in Manitoba) needs 400 acres, since
he is living in the pioneer stage. But there is little doubt that in the
distant future his farm will be cut up into smaller blocks.
The great populations of central and north-west Europe are based
on exploiting the coal for fuel and power. We must some day use the
extensive coal resources of Alberta, which are hardly touched as yet
Thus in the distant future, if we decide to lower the standards (which
I do not advocate), to split up the large farms and to develop the coal
to its utmost; then a figure of 100 millions seems to the writer to be
not altogether visionary.
THE COMFORT FACTOR IN FUTURE POPULATION MOVEMENTS
An outstanding feature of the population of the most cultured
nations is the rapid increase in the proportion of old people. Thus
in Australia in 1871 only 2 per cent of the population was over 65